Fishing-Notebook.com
Fish... Catch... Post...

The Spring Fish Fest has become some-
thing that | look forward to every year.
There is always plenty of great food and
fellowship to go around and this year was
no different. On April 4, we combined the
Fish Fest with the Oklahoma Striped Bass
Association fun day and had over 30 an-
glers and family members enjoy the warm-
est weather that we've had for a Fish Fest
in three years.

The fishing wasn't as spectacular as it
sometimes gets out there, but there were
still some fish caught. A few of the anglers
found some sandies to cooperate, there
were several decent spoonbills snagged,
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willing to share information in per-
and even a few largemouth bass found son than they are on-line. Whether

their way in to a boat, inClUding ar# Swapping f|sh|ng Stories’ Sharing

30z toad that k|ngd0m landed on a techniques and Spots’ swapping reci-
spinnerbait pes, or just general chit-chat, you're
As always, the highlight of the day was not going to find an easier group to
the food. We had fried fish, fries, hush socialize with anywhere.

puppies, and my favorite the onion If you've never made it to one of the
rings. We also enjoyed kingdom'’s deli- Fish Fests, you should consider try-
cious deer back strap, “duck” sausage, ing to attend the next one-whenever
fried hot dogs, and various other tasty or wherever that should be. You're

treats. If anyone there didn’t eat so likely to learn a thing or two, meet
much that they couldn’t move for an ~ some great people, and if nothing
hour, they just weren't trying. else-you won’'t go away hungry!

This group is even friendlier and more
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Tiny, £
not even marking bait.
Tell me ancther whopper
about those big
Flatheods!

Blue cat proposal on the ropes?

How many of us as young boys, listened to our granddads tell fantastic stories of the huge
catfish that were in our area rivers and lakes? Remember the thrill you had as a kid, fishing
and thinking of the possibilities of tangling with such a creature? And the reality was - it
could have easily happened.

But now, the sad truth is that those boyhood dreams are fading more and more each day.
Current regulations permit over- harvesting of the bigger blues in our waters. Avid catfisher-
men have seen the steady decline in the size and numbers of larger blues. Most are knowl-
edgeable enough to know that it takes many years to produce a sizable blue. The smaller
fish are still there, but it's the bigger fish that sustain a viable fishery. And it's the bigger fish
that produce bigger fish; it's simply a factor of genetics.

Recently, the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife brought forth a proposal to change the lim-
its on blue cats to one fish over 30 inches. The proposal still leaves a generous limit on the
total of how many catfish can be kept daily. It simply makes a rational change to limit the
number of blue cats kept over 30 inches long in hopes of maintaining or even improving our
current blue catfish fishery.

This carefully researched request was shot down by Representative Sherrer of Pryor on
behalf of his constituents that cried 'foul' over what they consider to be their rights to ample
tablefare. This is simply ridiculous. More than plenty of smaller blue cats can be legally kept
in a single day to feed most families many meals. This is simply another example of man's
unwillingness to accept what our natural resources can sustain. Hopefully, better thought is
given to ODWC's request. Otherwise, it's a possibility that our young boy's dreams of catch-
ing a magnificent or even a decent sized blue cat will become nothing more than a pipe-
dream.

Let's listen to the experts. Let's keep this fishery healthy. Let's all enjoy fishing.

-Danny Williams
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